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Orchard Academy’s Viston

At Orchard Academy, inclusion ts at the heart of evergthmg we do. Through thh-quaLL‘cg ‘ceachmg, adaptlve
practice and our specialist Inclusion base (Aspen) we support children with a wide range of additional needs
to access an ambitious curriculum, develop independence and feel valued as part of our school community.

We believe every child can succeed when the rLgh’c suppor’c s in place.

We believe in prodeLng all children with an education which enables them to achieve to the very best of
their ability. Orchard Academy is an inclusive, nurturing, and ambitious learning environment where mutual

respect and thh expectation produces resilient, Lndependent, and curtous learners.

We are committed to the principles of inclusion. We promote equality of access and opportunity to all areas
of the curriculum for all learners. Pupils are taught in an environment where they receive equal respect and
in which their individuality is valued. It is the responsibility of all teachers to help each, and every pupil
reach their full potential through high quaLLtg—‘FLrst teaching across the curriculum.

Orchard Academy strives for our provision to meet the needs of all pupils; this means stretching and
challenging pupils in the areas they are exceeding in, as well as pupils that may require more support than

others. At Orchard Academg, we cater for each child’s individual needs, strengths and next steps.

We believe that parents and carers play a central role in supporting their child’s education and we therefore

aim to foster positive relationships between school staff, parents, carers and pupils during their time at

Orchard Academy.
At Orchard Academy we aim to:

e TIdentify pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) as early as possible and

ensure that their needs are met.
e Have systems in pLace to ensure all teachers are aware of pupLLs with SEND.
e Fnsure that all pupLLs take a full and active part in school Llife.

e Provide all pupLLs with a broad and balanced curriculum that is adap’ced to the needs and abLLLtg of
the individual.

o Work coL[aboraJcheLg with the pupLLs and parents, ensuring a strong and supportive network for each

child with SEND.
e Have thh ambitions and expectations for all pupLLs anLudLng those with SEND.
° ActLve[g engage in support from the Local Au’chorLtg and outside agencies.

Our commitment is that all staff at Orchard Academy are teachers of pupils with SEND.

Orchard Academg's provision for SpecLaL Educational Needs

The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: O to &5 years (January &0I5) identifies four
broad main areas of SEND which provide an overview of the range of needs that are planned for at

Orchard Academg.

These are:

e Communication and Interaction
e Cognition and Learning

e Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties



o Sensorg and/or PhgslcaL Needs

In many cases, pupils may have needs that cover more than one of these key areas. The range of additional
needs current[y being met at Orchard Academg include: ADHD, anxtety, autism, dyslexia, dyspraxia, emotional
dysregulation, global development delay, mental health needs, moderate learning difficulties, sensory processing
disorders, social skills difficulties and speech and language needs. The needs of the whole child are
considered alongside the provision reqqued to support the pupLL's SpecLa[ Educational Needs. This ensures that
the most appropriate provision and intervention ts put in place to support the pupil at the earliest possible
point.

Where more specLaLLst suppor{: and proviston s needed, or where a pupLL has an estJang EHC Plan, we will
work closely with families and external agencies to secure the provision that meets each child’s individual

needs.
Orchard Academg's SpecLaLLch Incluston Base (Aspen)

Children are allocated a place in Aspen by Milton Keynes Local Authority. It is a requirement of the Local
Authority (LA) that the child has an EHC Plan and that the child’'s main area of need ts Communication &
Interaction. At present, Aspen has twenty pLaces for children within Key Stage ay

As much as our department is Focusmg on the soctal communication needs of the children, we prLde

ourselves on o'Ffer'mg personaLLsed Jceachmg and support for each child.

The learning pathway of each child is individualised and bespoke to their needs. The staff work closely with
each child to ensure that their physical environment, visual environment and adapted learning approaches
work to build on each child’s strengths and support the children to achieve to the best of their ability and
make progress from their starting points. This may be your child accessing the department but attending
specific lessons within mainstream to the ability of your child’'s needs. We look at improving your child’s
independence within each setting and encouraging this both in mainstream and the department gives your

child lots of opportunities to develop their independence.

How does Orchard Academy know if pupils need extra help and what should I
do if I think my child may have SpecLaL Educational Needs?

Orchard Academg liatses cLoseLg with each pupLL's previous school to ensure approprLate provistons are in p[ace
for a smooth transition for each child. For those pupils who are new to the country we will allocate support
to ensure they too have a smooth transition; ensuring their start at Orchard is a happy and positive one. We
also have a close work‘mg reLatLonsth with external agencies with whom your child and you as a famLLg
would have been working alongside Le. the speech and language team, specialist teaching team and the
school nurse. This ensures that we have a bank of knowledge and support strategies in place for the pupils

recelving additional support.

AWl parents and carers of pupils at Orchard Academy are invited to discuss the progress of their child on
two occastons a year and receive a written report each year. In addition, we are happy to arrange meetings
outside of these times. As part of our normal teaching arrangements, all pupils will access some additional
teaching to help them catch up if the progress monitoring indicates that this is necessary this will not imply
that the pupil has a spectal educational need. All such provision will be recorded, tracked and evaluated and

discussed at pupLL progress meetings each term.



If following this normal provision, improvements in progress are not seen, we will contact parents to discuss
any further support or referrals which will help us to address these needs. The pupll may then be identified
as having spectal educational needs, because the provision being made is in addition to and different from
the support generally given to all pupils, and may be added to the SEND Register. The parent/s will be kept

informed and supported to contribute to all pLannLng and reviews of this provision.

In addition to this, parents of pupLLs with an Education, Health and Care Plan will be invited to contribute
to and attend an Annual Review, which, wherever possible will also include other agencies involved with the

pupil. Information will be made accessible for parents.

Throughout the academic year, class teachers undertake a range of different assessments on a half termly
basts to monitor the progress of all children. Termly progress meetings are held between the Senior
Leadership Team, which includes the SENDCo, and all the class teachers. During these meetings, the progress
of pupils across the school is discussed. The focus is then on the children that have been identified as
making less than expected progress or those that have social, emotional and mental health difficulties that
could be affecting their ability to engage in their learning. Once the identification has been made,
appropriate strategies can be suggested and then put into place by the class teacher Le. smaller group
teaching to address any specific areas of difficulty and/or reasonable adjustments within the classroom such
as: visuals or task p[ans and individual reward or behaviour strategLes. The progress of the child will be
closely monitored for a 4-6-week period before deciding if the interventions current adjustments have had
the required impact or if further assessments or support will be required. Most SEND support happens within

everg d.(lg cl.o.ssroom {:eachlng.

Orchard Academg operates an open—door pOLLCH. V\/e acﬂve[g weLcome parent/carer anoLvement and where

decistons are made, they are made jointly with both parents/carers and the pupil concerned.
Parents or carers may contact the school at any time if they have any concerns about their child’s learning.

A child’s class teacher s the initial point of contact for responding to parental concerns. Parents/carers can

also ask to dLrectLg to speak to:

SENDCo Mr Luke Allwood

Head of School Mrs Ellen Williams

Contact Details:

School telephone 01908 735883

SENDCo: luke.allwood@orchard.emat.uk or send@orchard.emat.uk

School website: www.Orchard.emat.uk

How will Orchard Academg support my child in the mainstream?

A child’s class teacher is respor\sLbLe for pLannLng Leammg outcomes which are approprLaJce to each child’s

needs and will adapt or scaffold activities accordingly.

Where there are concerns regarding a child’s progress or attainment, the child’s class teacher will complete
an early identification concern form. On this form they will highlight the child's areas of strength and areas
where they think they require additional support. They will also share the high quaLLtH first teaching
strategies that they have already put in place for the child. The SENDCo will then observe the child on two

separate occastons and may carry out further assessments if reqqued.
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High-Quality Teaching includes:

e Explicit instruction

e Adaptive teaching

e Visual supports

e Scaffolding

® Pre-teaching vocabulary
e Retrieval practice

® Reasonable adjustments

Before additional SEND proviston is considered, puths recetve thh—quatLtg adapttve teachmg and ordLnarLtg
available provision within the classroom. If a class teacher assesses that a child has specific learning needs
and/or difficulties in their learning they may be supported in a small intervention group. The class teacher
or ISP will run this group. The length of time the intervention group will run for is dependent on need,

however, groups are planned for at least half a term in the first instance. An intervention’s effectiveness is

reviewed half termtg through Ldent‘ucgmg the impact it has had on expected outcomes set at the beg‘mnmg.

In addition, internal mor‘LLtoang arrangements such as Puth Progress Meethgs are held every half term.
During this meeting, your child’s class teacher and a member of the Senior Leadership team (SLT) discusses
the progress of all the pupils in the teacher’s class. This shared discussion may highlight any potential

concerns and identifies where further support needs to be ptcmnecl.

If a child has a SpecLat Educational Need or DLsabLtLtg, theg will be recogntsed on the SEND register.

How will I know how my child s do'mg and how will you hetp me to support my
child’s tearnmg?

As a school we operate an open—door pothg and encourage parents to talk to us about how their child is
progressing at Orchard Academg. Our SENDCo is easLtg contactable via the school office, bg tetephone or

emaLt O.I’ld O.tWCLHS responds tO parents' correspondence as SWL'FttH as possthe.

Each term, class teachers will hold a tamLtg consultation to discuss every puptt's progress. This will thhtLght

strengths and areas of improvement across the curriculum.

When a puth has been identified to have specLat educational needs because specLat educational provLsLon Ls
be‘mg made for them, the puth will be consulted about and involved in the arrangements made for them as
part of person—centred ptannmg. Parents are thety to ptay a more ngnLthar\t role in the childhood years

with the young person tak‘mg more responsLbLtLtg and acting with greater Lndependence in later years.

Children on the school's SEND Regtster

Class teachers will review SEND Support Plans at least termly. All progress towards individual outcomes is
reviewed with pupils and parents formally at least termly during parent’s consultation meetings. Parents of
pupils on the school's SEND register might be offered separate meetings to focus solely on this, as well as
being offered the termly parents” evenings. Ways in which a parent/carer can also support a child at home
will be discussed and recorded on the SEND Support Plan. It is expected that the school and home will work
closely for the child's needs to be met.



In addition, a child’s class teacher is available through appointment via the school office, or you can contact

a member of the Inclusion team at send@orchard.ematuk. Staff at the Academg altm to respond within 48

hours. Appointments can also be made to speak in more detail to the class teacher, SENDCo or other staff

members should this be required.

Where external professionals are involved, parents/carers will be invited to meet and share information.
Suggestions and programs of study are usually provided by external professionals which can be used both at

home and school. Orchard Academy will also provide parents/carers with copies of any subsequent reports.

Some children who we believe may require higher levels of additional support will have a SEND support plan

in pLace, with outcomes set and reviewed every -6 weeks.

For pupils with an EHC Plan there will be an additional parent meeting with parents once a term. There will
also be a formal annual review held in school once a year to review how well the EHC Plan s meeJc'Lng the

pupils’ needs

Orchard Academg's arromgemen’cs 'FOT‘ assess'mg Ofld revLewLng Jche progress O'F pU.pLLS

with SEND

In addition to the school’s assessment and reporting system, children with SEND have a Pupil Passport and a
SEND Support plan. Any decistons and support given to a child on the SEND register will be discussed and

agreed with parents/carers.

The Pupil Passport is completed with the child and the teacher and outlines ways in which the child needs
or wants to be supported to access the learning and curriculum goals in class. It records what the child's
strengths are, what they find difficult and identifies the ways in which they can best be supported. This is a
useful visual record for any member of staff who might be working with the child.

The SEND Support Plan records the short-term outcomes which have been identified and discussed with the
class teacher, child and thetr parents/carers and the provision that s requlred for the child to meet these
outcomes. These will be reguLarLg monitored bg class teachers and reviewed with parents and the child (when

possLbLe) once per Jcerm.

This document provides a full background history which includes any information relevant to their SEND
needs. Qutcomes and proviston will be recorded in the document, and this will be reviewed every reviewed
regularly. The SENCO will involve external professionals from Milton Keynes SEND team after two reviews

have taken pLo.ce, Theg will prodee further observations and advice about outcomes and provision.

Children with an EHC Plan, in addition to the above, will also have a child centred annual review which
could involve support from external specLaLLsts. Reports from the school and reports from external specLaLLsts

regardLng the ChLLd’S progress are O,LSO shared.

How will Orchard Academgs SpecLaLLst Inclusion Base support my child?

Children in our Specialist Inclusion Base are educated using a vartety of strategies and methods. The
SENDCO and Teaching teams adapt the curriculum to match learning outcomes to your child’s learning
needs. Your child will be assessed using a range of frameworks approprLate to their needs. Their Leam'mg
journey will be documented through photographs and examples of work and shared with parents and carers at

Parents EvenLng each term bg your child’s class teacher.
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We liaise with the class teachers and, together with all adults involved, monitor a pupil's progress and well-
be'mg. We also liaise with outside agencles such as Speech and Language JcherapLchs to set spechLc outcomes

for each pupil.

In the department your child will follow their own individual visual or written timetables so that they know
exactly what they are doing throughout the day. We also have a sensory and a soft play provision and a

group room for individual or small group work, away from distractions.

Some children may access mainstream classes for some of their Learn'mg if this s appropriate for their
needs. We endeavour to include all children in department in whole school events such as assembly or

speclal celebrations.

How will I know how my child ts domg in Aspen?

In Aspen we see lots of our parents daily and any issues from the day are discussed at these times. We
also use the home school link book to stay in regular contact with parents/carers. We hold Family
Consultation Evenings (parents” evenings) termly to talk about child’'s progress, how they are settling into their
learning environment, successful strategies and any new next steps. We ask your views on how you feel your

child has been getting on and a meeting will take place to look at next steps.

Together, we can work towards your child’s individual outcomes to ensure the best possible opportunities and
deveLopment for your child. Should you need any advice or strategies the department staff or SENDCo are
more than happy to help.

At the beginning of the year, class teachers look closely at information based on the needs of individual
children and chm their Learn‘mg accordLnng. QuaLLch First Teachmg ts n pLace in all the classes and heLps
to ensure all pupils can access the curriculum. Teachers are skilled at developing their teaching to meet the

diverse needs of the pupils in their class.

Groupmg arrangements are orgar\Lsed ﬂebeLg with opportunities for abLLLtg and mixed groups to maximise

learning opportunities for all.

ALl pupLLs access our bespoke, relevant, broad and balanced curriculum. Adaptaﬂons are made to support
specLFLc currtculum needs, for exampLe where a need to deveLop more Lndependence ts identified. Teachers

prodee appropriate scaffolds to enable all children to be able to access the Learn'mg.
Every child receiving SEND Support follows the graduated approach of Assess, Plan, Do and Review.

When a child ts identified as hav'mg an additional or specLaL need, their work and workLng environment will
be scaffolded further bg the class teacher to enable them to access the curriculum. Additional Learn'mg aids
and support may also be put in pLace. As part of this, support may include a pupL[ work‘mg with an Inclusion

Support Practitioner (ISP) etther in a small group or Lr\dLdeuaLLg for part of a lesson.

Advice and guLdar\ce may be given to the teachers and ISP bg the school's SENDCo. In agreement with the

parents/carars, the SENDCo may also request further support and guLdance from external professLonaLs.
A child's FACT/FACT Plus assessment outcomes might also inform practice if relevant.

Recommendations in a child's EHC Plan will also 9uLde practhe for teachers when p[ann'mg the Learnmg

opportunities for the child.



How effective is the SEND proviston at Orchard Academy?

At Orchard Academy we are always working towards improving our provision to meet the requirements of the
changing needs of our pupils. Every half-term, following on from discussions with a range of people,

including parents, teachers and the SLT, the SENDCo looks closely at the progress of all pupils on the SEND
register. This enables these children to be monitored closely and provision adjusted to ensure rapid progress is

made to narrow the gap between them and their peers.

At the end of every term, the Headteacher and the Teaching and Learning Leads along with the SENDCo
look at the data for each year group for the three core subjec{:s, Readmg, V\/rLJang and Maths, and this data
ts used to monitor and evaluate the overall effectiveness of our school's SEND proviston. This information is

then used to inform future planning for the following academic year.

We evaluate the effectiveness of our SEND provision through a range of measures including pupil progress,
attendance, behaviour, intervention outcomes, classroom observations, pupLL volce, parent feedback and annual

reviews. This information helps us continually improve the support we provide.

Where appropriate, pupils with SEND learn alongside their peers in mainstream classes and are supported to

access the same ambitious curriculum through reasonable adjustments and adapﬂve teachmg.

What support will there be for my child's overall well-being (Emotional, Social and
Mental Health)?

Our Pupils are taught Physical, Soctal, Health and Emotional (PSHE) lessons through weekly sessions whereby
we address tochaL issues in the world at the time that are relevant to Orchard Academg and our pupLLs. We
also discuss PSHE topics as and when required in class settings to personalise the discussions based around

the children in the class and their needs at the time.

Whole school and year group assemblies cover themes based around current affairs, religious celebrations and
the key drivers and expectations we expect from our children for them to be successful learners and
responsible citizens. We aim to teach pupils to become respectful, resilient and mindful of others” thoughts
and feelings through a consistent approach to expectations of behaviour across all year groups to prevent

behaviours that may lead to bullying.

All Year groups have been taught about Protective Behaviours and how to look after themselves to keep
themselves safe. The school supports pupLL's mental health and weLLbeLng through:

e ELSA

e Emotional Literacy
e Zones of Regulation
e Sensory Regulation
e Co-regulation

° Trauma—mformed CLPPFOGCI’IQS

At Orchard Academg we prLde ourselves on prodeLng ou’cstandmg pastora[ support. We acknowLedge that
many children at sometime within their school Llife may need additional support from their class teacher to

support their emotional, mental or soctal development.

Where a child requires further support, we have a Pastoral team to work with them and their family This

person works c[ose[g with parents, families and children to support any additional soctal, emotional and



mental health difficulties. The team also monitor pupils’ attendance and can provide support to parents with

this.

ISPs may also be dep[oyed under direction of the class teacher, or members of the senior Leadersth team, to

provide additional support for identified individuals.

Support may involve opportunities to talk with key members of staff, access to small group work and playtime
support. This may tnvolve exploring feelings, anxieties, behaviour, promoting confidence, encouraging a positive

self-esteem, focherLr\g emotional awareness, strategies for anger management issues/social interaction etc.

What additional support is available for pupLLs with SEND?

Children on the school's SEND register may require more spectalist support from time to time. In agreement

with the child’s paren’c/carer and the school's SENDCo, referrals may be made to external agencies such as:

e Educational Psychologist

L4 Speech and Language TherapLst

e Milton Keynes Specialist Teachers team (who support the following areas of learning: Learning
Difficulties and Specific Learning Difficulties, Speech, Language and Communication Needs, Social
Communication/Autism Spectrum Condition; Medical/Physical difficulties; sensory (hearing, visual or

multi-sensory) tmpatrments.

As appropriate to a child’s needs, other external agencies may also be contacted such as:

e School Nurse

e Occupational Therapist
e Phystotherapist
e CAMHS (ChLLd and Adolescent Mental Health ServLce)

How do I get an EHCP for a child?

An EHCP s for children and young peop[e whose specLaL educational needs are ngnL‘F‘Lcant and cannot be

met through the support that is ordinarily available within a mainstream school. Parents and Carers should

speak to the SENDCo if theg believe this is a route their child should be takmg.

Before an EHCP s considered, schools are expected to follow the gradua’ced approuch outlined in the SEND

Code of Practice. This means identifying needs early, putting appropriate support in place, reviewing its
meact, and adapt‘mg provLsLon where necessary.

The EHCP Process

|. Graduated Approach in School
e High-quality teaching and reasonable adjustments.
e Additional SEND support is provided where needed.
e Outcomes are agreed with parents and reviewed regularly using the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle.

e F[Evidence is gathered to demonstrate the child's strengths, needs, the support prodeed and its impact.

A&. Involvement of Outside Professionals
If a child continues to experience ngnLFLcant difficulties despLJce appropriate support, the school may involve

specLa[Lst services, such as:
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e Educational Psychology

e Speech and Language Therapy

e Occupational Therapy

e Specialist Teaching Team

e CAMHS or other health professionals (where appropriate)

Their assessments and recommendations help build a detailed understanding of the child's needs.

3. Collecting Evidence
The school works c[oseLg with parents, the child and professLor\aLs to gather evidence, anLudLng:

e Progress over time

e Assessments

e Reports from professionals

o Information about the support already provided
e The impact of that support

L. Requesttng an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment
If the evidence shows that a child's needs may require provision begond what s norma[[g available through
the school's resources, the school or parent can request an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment

from Milton Keynes City Council.

5. Local Authority Decision
Milton Keynes City Council considers all of the available evidence and decides whether an Education, Health
and Care Needs Assessment should be carried out. If an assessment is agreed, the Local AuthorLty gathers

advice from education, health and social care professionals before deciding whether an EHCP is required.

6. Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)
If the Local Authority decides that an EHCP is necessary, it will issue a legally binding plan that sets out:

e The childs identified needs.
e The outcomes they are workLng towards.
e The provision required to meet those needs.

e The educational setting that will deliver the provision.

Most children with SEND have their needs successfu[[g met through thh—unLLtg teachmg and SEND
Support without reqquLr\g an Education, Health and Care Plan. Mar\g children and young peop[e make 9ood
progress through thh—quaLLtg teach‘mg and the additional support available within school.

Working in Partnership

We work closely with parents and carers throughout this process and will always discuss any concerns, the
support being provided and any decisions about requesting an Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment.
Parents can also request an assessment directly from Milton Keynes City Council if they believe their child

may reqque an EHCP.
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What does Adaptive Teaching at Orchard Academy look Like?

At Orchard Academy, adaptive teaching means making changes to the way lessons are taught so that they
meet the needs of individual pupLLs while keepmg thh expectatLons for everyone. These changes he[p children

access the same learning as their classmates and become increasingly independent.
This may include:

e Breaking learning into smaller, manageable steps.

e Using pictures, visual timetables and task plans to support understanding.

e Giving extra time to think, process information or complete tasks.

e Using practical resources and equipment to help explain new ideas.

e Teaching and revisiting important vocabulary

e Providing extra adult support where appropriate.

e Making changes to the classroom environment, such as reducing distractions or providing movement

breaks.
e Adapting questioning and activities to help every child take part and succeed.
These approaches are part of everyday teaching and benefit many children, not just those with SEND.

What does OrdLnarLLg Available at Orchard Academg look Llike?

Ordinarily Available Provision is the support and adjustments that teachers provide every day to help all

children learn, take part and succeed in school.

At Orchard Academy, this may include:
e High-quality teaching that is adapted to meet the needs of the class.
e Clear routines and well-organised lessons.
e Visual timetables, pictures and task plans to support understanding.
e Teaching and revisiting important vocabulary,
e Practical resources to help children understand new learning.
e Reasonable adjustments to activities and how work is completed.
e Flexible seating and classroom arrangements where needed.
e Movement breaks or sensory resources to help children stay focused.
e Posttive behaviour support and clear expectations.

° Regu[ar checks on Learnmg so teachers can quLckLg Lder\t'ucg when extra support s needed.

What arrangemen’cs are in pLace for 'anoLv'mg SEND children in their own education?

At Orchard Academg we believe that it is essential that children’s opinions and thoughts are central to
meormmg any decistons be‘mg made about a pupLL’s support. We work with children to ensure Jcheg are given
an opportunity to share their pupil volce and this is captured in an appropriate and purposefuL way based on

each child’s individual needs and preTcerred ways of communication.
Children are involved in:

e Setting outcomes

e Reviewing targets

. DLscussLng support
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e Contributing to annual reviews

e Creating their pupil passport
This process will be supported by an adult that has worked closely with the child. These views will then be
shared during the meeting.

The PupLL Passport ts written in conjunction with the pupLL and their teacher. Adaptaﬂons are made for
pupils who may find the process of being involved in such discussions and expressing their opintons a

challenging task due to their age or ability.

What specLaLLst services and exper’cLse are available at or accessed bg the school?

Our SENDCo can liaise with other professionals across Milton Keynes which are accessible through the
Milton Keynes SEND Local Offer. The SENDCo also actively engages with Local and National opportunities

to share best practice and keeps up to date with current local and national polictes to support pupils with

SEND.

The Local Authority School Nursing Team, if required, supports the school with referrals to additional
services including Occupational Therapists and Speech and Language Therapists. Our SENDCo supports
parents with referrals to community paediatricians and can provide written evidence for parents to detail any
provision that a child is having at school. We welcome visits in school from outside professionals involving
observations and discussions about individual children and actively use any strategies suggested to us to

tmprove our proviston.

The Local Offer is a directory of information that helps families to find and access support and, through
getting families feedback on the Local Offer, will become a useful tool in considering what services need to
be changed and developed. All local authorities are required to have their own local offer as part of the

government's S E N D reforms.

The Local Offer for Milton Keynes can be found on the following website: https//wwwmilton-

keunes.q ov.uk/schoo[s - and - LL{QLOHQ - Learr\mq/send - LOCCLL - oﬁcer

The academg works c[oseLg with agencies deLLveang the Local Offer and makes reasonable adjustments to

support pL.LPLLS across other SCI’IOOLS.

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, an[udmg school

Jcers?

At Orchard Academy we aim for all pupils to be able to access all trips and visits that take place outside
the classroom. Reasonable adjustments will be made to enable any pupil attending Orchard Academy to
participate in activities outside of the classroom, including school trips. Risk assessments are conducted and
where appropriate are discussed with parents to ensure that where possible all pupils can participate in all
activities. If it ts deemed appropriate that an intensive level of support or greater is needed, a parent, or

appropriate adult, may be asked to accompany their child durmg a spechLc activity.

How accessible is the school environment?

Orchard Academg's teachmg areas are all on one level and there are ramps at the front of the school to

allow easy access to the main school buLLdLng. Reasonable adjustments would be made to support any children
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with additional needs in our care from our SEND budget. Please see our Accessibility Policy and Plan on our

school website.

Who can I contact for more information about SEND at Orchard Academg?

Class teacher

Relationships are built between school support staff, teaching staff and parents informally on a day-to-day
basts. If any concerns arise about your child’s Learnmg or progress, parents are LnLtLa[[g encouraged to request
a meeting with their child’s Class Teacher. Further meetings can be arranged to discuss strategies and

progress as reqqued.

SENDCo (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator) - Mr Luke Allwood

Further conversations between the SENDCo, the Class Teacher and parents can be arrcmged as appropriate to
discuss any deveLoang needs. The SENDCo is responsLbLe for coord'mat'mg any additional suppor’c that your
child may need.

Children and Family Support Officer - Mrs Laura Attridge

Mrs Attridge, as part of or Safeguarding Team, oversees any safeguarding concerns. She also works closely
with the children and their families if Jchey have any pas’coraL needs; this support can be both one off and

ongoing. She is the member of staff who deals with attendance too.

Head of School - Mrs Ellen Williams

Our Head of School oversees all areas of the school’s provision. If appropriate, they will be involved in

meeting with parents to discuss children’s progress and dechLng upon how the school can best meet your

child’s needs.

SCI’IOOL G’OVQFF\OFS:

Our Inclusion Governor supports the school in ensuring that the needs of all children are met in line with

the SEND Code of Practice (R0I5).

Please see our school website: http://www.Orchard.emat.uk, where you will find the ‘FoLLowLng po[LcLes and

procedures that you may wish to read:

e Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy

e Behaviour Policy
e Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy

e Curriculum Policy

The Orchard and Shepherdsweu Local AdesorH Board is the local tier of governance of East Midlands
Academy Trust, and it acts as a sub-committee to the Trust Board. Members of the Local Advisory Board as

known as Governors.
The key roles of the LAB are:
e To offer proactive support and constructive challenge to the Head of School
e To advise the board of trustees about local issues they need to consider that affect the academy,
e To ensure that EMAT vision, mission and values are evident throughout the Academy

e Represent the local community
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e Represent the Academy in its community.

Each year, they appoint an inclusion governor who will meet with the SENDCo to discuss SEND and

Tncluston.

TO COI"LtG,Ct OFIH O'F our 9OV€I"I’IOI"S, pLECLSQ emaLL governance@ema’c.uk

If you wish to make a compLaLnJc about any aspect of the SEND provision at Orchard Academg, pLease do so

by consulting the procedures detailed in our Complaints Policy. This can be found on our school website by

following the link above.
How will the school prepare and support my child when theg jo'm Orchard Academg,

transfer to a new school or move on to the next stage of their education?

S’car’cmg in Year 3

During the Summer Term before children start in September, they are invited to school as part of a whole
school transition day in July. On this day pupils will familiarise themselves with their new teacher, new class

and layout of the school and get a feel for the daily routine of Orchard Academuy.

For pupils that have an EHC Plan, there will be an agreed series of transition visits and meetings organised
by the SENDCo to ensure that arrangements are in place for the child’s transition to Orchard Academy.
These meetings will tnvolve Orchard Academg staff, staff from the current setting and parents.

Additional visits can be organised if appropriate for any pupils so that they can become more familiar with

Orchard Academy and the staff before September.

Joining Orchard Academy at other times

A new child is encouraged to visit the school prior to starting so that he/she can meet their buddy and be

Sl’lOWI’\ O.FOLLI'\d Jche SChOOL

When pupils join Orchard Academy in-year, the SENDCo will liatse with the child’'s previous school if the
child has any additional needs. The SENDCo also aims to meet with the pupil’s parents prior to them
starting at Orchard Academy. This helps to ensure a smooth transition and helps the school prepare for the
pupil starting Orchard Academy.

As above for pupLLs who have an EHC Plan, there will be an agreed series of transition visits and meetings

organised by the SENDCo.

Mov‘Lng to Secondarg SC"IOOL

During the Summer Term before pupils move to Secondary School, the SENDCo will ensure that transition
arrangements are in place for pupils with additional needs. Meetings may be held with the SENDCo of
Orchard Academy and the SENDCo of the pupils’ new school to discuss the pupils’ needs. These meetings
may also involve the Class Teachers. For those pupils with an EHC Plan, the SENDCos from both schools will
meet to discuss additional transition visits for pupils as appropriate. Any ISPs that support the pupil at

Orchard Academy will also be involved in this transition process.

For those pupils transferring to other schools, the SENDCo will liaise with the SENDCo from these schools to

organise an individual transition schedule as appropriate to the needs of the pupLL.

Transitions for my child within Aspen
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Transition arrangements are made according to the individual pupil's needs, in discussion with parents/carers
and professionals involved. For some children, this may involve a more gradual and staggered process. The
Inclusion Team work closely with the next schools to make each individual transition process suit the pupils

needs and ensure that each transition is a smooth one.
How are resources and equipment allocated and matched to children’s Special Educational Needs?

The school has a SEND Budget allocated each year. The money is used to provide additional support or
resources to support the needs of children. The Headteacher decides on the budget for the Special
Educational Needs in consultation with the school governors and SENDCo, based on needs in the school. The
Head of School and SENDCo deploy resources in consultation with the Executive Headteacher and other

staff members.
This money can be used for:

e Providing spectalist equipment to support a specific need
e Providing additional intervention programmes to help a child learn and progress
e Providing a Learning Support Assistant to support individuals or small group

° ProdeLng any additional resources to support [earn'mg in any area.

The school's Soctal Communication Department budget is set and funded by the Local Authortty.

This SEND Information Report has been developed in accordance with the
e Equality Act 2010
o Children and Families Act Q0I4
e Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice: 0-3&5 years (R015)
e  Working Together to Safeguard Children (2026)
e Keeping Children Safe in Education (R036).

Tt reflects the school's duties and responsLbLLLtLes in relation to children and young peop[e with specLaL
educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and sets out how Orchard Academg supports pupLLs with SEND

in accordance with current LegLsLatLon, statutory guLdance and national expectations.

This SEND Information Report was updated September d036 and is reviewed annually by the SENDCo

in consultation with pupils, parents, governors and school leaders.
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